Transmission of HIV/AIDS among African American intravenous drug users: implication for public health policy.
According to recent research, Baltimore City has one of the highest HIV/AIDS (Human Immunodeficiency Virus), (Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome) infection rates in the state of Maryland. Intravenous drug use (IDU) in persons who are infected with HIV, is identified as the critical link to the spread of this disease in Baltimore. Substance abuse programs are insufficient to aid the city in helping to fight the warfare on HIV/ AIDS. The City Council, citizens and community based organizations must play a non-judgmental role in obtaining legislation to address the issues. Adequate substance abuse programs will greatly enhance educational and prevention strategies among African Americans who are already disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS and IDU. Efficient, effective, equal, legal, political acceptance, and improvement would be included in the criteria of policy options.